The impact of the prospective payment system: perceived changes in the nature of practice and clinical education.
Health care financing for teaching hospitals has undergone significant change in the past decade. This report describes changes in physical therapy practice and clinical education in three New England hospitals from 1984 to 1988. Hospital administrators, physical therapy managers, and clinical educators (N = 18) from the three teaching hospitals participated in this descriptive study. Demographic, environmental, and participant interview data were gathered and examined to identify changes during this period. Perceived changes in practice include growth in specialized knowledge; increased emphasis on health care quality, efficiency, and accountability; new ethical dilemmas for practitioners; and a changing physical therapy role with new professional development opportunities. Perceived changes associated with clinical education were increased student performance expectations, unchanged resources for clinical education, greater emphasis on student self-directedness, and continued high valuing of this setting for physical therapy clinical education. These results indicate significant change in the role of the physical therapist within these settings and suggest how these changes influence the clinical education of physical therapy students in these teaching hospitals.